470      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
and by Colonel Hoffman, there is other correspondence necessary to give a complete history of the matter of exchange of prisoners since I have had the honor to be Commissioner of Exchange.   I have the honor to be very respectfully, Your obedient servant, BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major General and Commissioner of Exchange.
From James W. White to General Butler
FORT MONBOBJ, Jan. Bth, 1865
MY DEAR GENERAL : I send you the note to say that I think it quite important that your official report should be published as soon as possible and to urge you to obtain GEN. GRANT'S permission to do so, with as little delay as practicable.
I spent an hour with Gen. Grant at his Headquarters on my way down last afternoon; but our friend, Gen. Vogdes, was excited to so much loquaciousness by the sight of his old West Point pupil that I could not say all that I desired to Gen. Grant. I got in a few words, however, and could gather, notwithstanding the reserve imposed by circumstances, that the Lieutenant General acquitted you of responsibility for the failure at Wilmington.
If you get authority to publish your report of the affair, I will, if you say so, hand the copy which you promised to send me to the Tribune for publication upon your telegraphing to me at New York, that I can do so. Until you do telegraph or write to me to publish it, the copy which you send me shall not leave my hands, nor be used in any manner that would be irregular or improper,
I intended yesterday, but it escaped my memory in the discussion of more interesting things, to ask you about the case of a Doctor, or Mr. Nabig, who has been for some months in the military prison, here at the fort, as I understand. I believe him to be an unconscionable liar, and deserving of punishment; but his wife, who is a very worthy respectable young German woman, and very well thought of, I believe, among her people, has repeatedly solicited me in the most earnest manner to say a word to you for her husband. I know nothing of him further than I have said, except that in 1858 and '59 I employed him to teach Frank German, and he was one of the best teachers I ever knew, and was employed to give German lessons in several of the most respectable families in New York; and some of the gentlemen of those families have also requested me (at his wife's solicitation) to